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A NOTE ON
L/;
THE FUTURE OF MINING BETWEEN RUBY ANPITHE KOSKOKWIIE RIVER, ALAQKA

bl ot AP) ard Fannnnnt 7
Mining in the district that liew between Ruby and Takobna
has been aonfined to the placer operations im the Ruby-Long-Poormmn
District and the Imnoko Distriet. There has been no interest shown,
due to the lack of transportation fasilities, in prospecting for
lode deposits. There are many unexplored placer creeks in the area
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between Poorman and Ophiﬂi this area being Inaccessible to river

transportation. The Alaska Road Commission have kept up a trail
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between Poormen and Ophi%; The government road has been extended fr 4
Ruoby to Greenstone, a distence of 35 miles. This year the road bas
been completed between Ophir and Takotna; Takotna 1s accessible to the
Kuﬁkokwim River by the Takotna River. The eventual completion of the
road from Greenstone to Ophir should stimalate interest in prospect-
ing along the route. The time Is perhaps far distant, but it ia of

interast to study some of the aspects of the district for future

mining activity.

Scene along Long-Ophir trail.



This area lies south of Rdby, on the Yukon River, fo Takotna,
on the Takotpna River, along the govermment road and the trall, comnect—
ing the govermment roads, between Greeustone and Ophir.

Bulletin 764, U. S. Geological Survey, "The Fuby Kuskokwim
Region Alasks,™ by J. B. Mertie, Jr. and G. L. Harrington, discusses
the general geology of the district. A geologic map accompanies the
report.

Interest in placer mining in the vieinity of Ruby 1ls waning,
There are future dredging possibillitlies on Long Creek and its tribu-
taries. According to locel opinion, interest in dredging is prevented
by some of the owners on Long Creek holding out for a large cash
advance for options on their claims. S5
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It is reported that the dredge on Candle creeg hoes ceased

operations. The Guinan and Ames dredzzbzﬁ Ganes Creek may cloae down
at the end of this season. It is natural o assume that these operators
will investigate other dredging possibilities in this district.

There are meny unprospected creeks that will be made accessible
with the completion of the proposed road. Prospecting for lode mines
will be stimulated as the districts become avallable to transportation,
The areas ad jacent to the granitic intrusions should receive the

primary attention of the prospector,
Cripple Mountain offers possibilities for prospecting, Veins

of stibnite with some cinnabar, and arsenopyrite were observed. Large



pieces of magnetite are found in the placer operstions around
Cripple Mountain., Peridotite dikes, consisting mainly of olivene
end blotite ocour at the head of Little Eldorado.Creek. Mr, William
Senanatkos has discovered & J~inch veln of quartz containing arseno-~
pyrite on h:{.s. placer ground., As there is no development work the
extent or relationships are not known., A sample of this ocourrence
wss taken, The assay showed: Gold...0.72 oz, per toﬁ. Silver...
0,10 o0z, per ton,

The aree ls thinly populated at the present time, There
is no active prospecting activity. The occurrence of basic dikes

in a region of acid intrusives may be good evidence of ore depositien.
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SPRING DEPOSIT /T c

Twelve miles from Ruby, on the east side of the Ruby-Long
road, is & mound that stands out prominently in the topography. The
mound is known locelly, because of its nature, as a gmall crater.

The surrouwading country is covered with vegetation and gravel so that

the structural relationships cannot be observed.

llound on Ruby-Long Road.

There are no outerops of igneows rocks discernible, It
is believed that the mound represents an old spring deposit. The
mound is approximately twenty five feet high and one hundred feet long.
The Ltop is in the form of an oval depression. From a fox hole the
character of the interior of the mound resembled gilt. The occurrence

of similar mounds has been mentioned in Bulletin 754, U. S. G. S.,

pages 9 and 40,



GQUARTZ PROSPECT, YUKON RIVER

Quartz outerop near Ruby.

A quartz outerop, twelve feet in width, occurs five miles
above Ruby on the south bank of the Yukon River. The remains of an
old prospect drift can be seen. As the drift is caved only an
observation of the'outcrop is possible. The strike is north south
and the walls A gently sloping hill rises from the
river. The hill is entirely covered with deep moss which is frozen
within a foobt of the surface, Very little mineralization is seen in
the quartz, some specks of pyrite were noted. The quartz is decomposed
in the outerop, showing a yellowish stain, Three samples were taken at
the outcrop; namely, two six foot samples across the vein, anl a picked
gample showing the most pyrite., The samples were assayed by Mr. Paul
Hopkins, Bureaun of lines, Falrbanks. ZKach sample gave an assay return

of trace trace for gold and silver, The history of the prospect was
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MENDOZITE

Mr. Harry Bolend of Ruby secured a sample of a mineral
near the head of the Novilaket River (the Novikaket and the Nowitna
are the same stream) which has been identified as mendozite by Iir.
Hopkins. It is reported to occur as a capping for a coal vein.

A brief description of the mineral is found in 'Won-letallic
Hinerals, Occurrence, Preperation, and Utilization," by Raymond B.
Ladoo. 'Mendozite iz a hydrous suvlphate of sodium and aluwwinum, or
a natural soda alum, having the formula NapS0,.Alp(S04)3.24Hp0:~NapS04,
15.5 per cent; A12(804)3, 37.3 per cents H50, 47.2 per cent. Hendozite
is an uncommon mineral, resembling ordinary alwa, and is found at
Mendoza, Argenfina, the type locality.”

Brush and Penfield list the physical properties of mendozite
as follows: Color, white; Iuster, silky-vitreocus; Fracture, fibrous;
Hardness, 3; Specific Gravity, 1.88, Dana states that the erystalliza-
tion is Isometric, and that the mineral is soluble in water.

As the mineral is rare iu occurrence a sample was forwarded
to the Juneau office of the United States Geological Survey. PThe quantity
of-the mineral available is not determined. Ho commercial value is
known for the nineral. It is suggested that, vere a large deposit

available, mendozite might be used in the mamufacture of sulphuric

acid.



COAL

Coal is reported to occur under the mendozlite on the Novi~
keket River. No specimens or further dats were available.

Mr. John Dunn, of Ruby, reports an occurrence of coal on the
Melozi River twelve miles distant, overland, from Ruby. It 1is necessary
to make the trip by water dve to the swampy nature of the country. The
swift water of the upper Melozil is difficult to travel in a poliug boat,
0IL

liany Alaska newspapers published a report, this spring, of
tﬁe disco&ery of o0il on the Yulkon in the vicinity of the Wovikaket River
by Harry Boland and Charlie Wolf. The report was based on rwior. Iifr,
"Boland, a prospector of the highest type, discovered a black consoli-
dated sand on the Novikaket River. With a mineralogical outfit he made
a Tew simple tests o try end aséertain the nature of the sand, Sul-
phuric acid dissolved the black material leaving a giliceouns residue.
Tho addition of ammonia gave & white precipitate. The o0il rumor
started as a result of some one present saying the precipitate
resemﬁled paraffin. The black nineral in the sand was probably due to
manganese. ILir. Boland or Ir. ¥Wolf knew nothing of the publiclity that

came from their experiment.



PLACER OPERATIONS RUBY DISTRICT 1926

Operator

/L., B. Sturtevant

(I J)r > 41 Burke
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y Robert Deacon & Discovery
2
Johnson
Mex Rigler
P
QJ 2."01d Man® Hansen

Vf;‘l Jim Gibson & Sherman Douglas

7

o
"\1‘ Hensen & Rasgmissen
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o illie Erms, and, Kennet

tAugusta and Mattson

,Q'\\Pilbach Bros.
ke

o Tim Scanlon & Iirs. Kelley
»
A ' 8han Walker & Hank Rayder
/Herman Willike & Billie Vick

f? BEd Morton and Balley

N :
e Yim, Midgley
y

{ J. Robinson
gy
_(Billte Vuiich
0
; Jensen & Wicklund
,l‘;\*’ Dennis Coyle
)
\ Martin DeBoris

&

Buby,

Address
Long, Alaska

Long, Alaska

Lorng, Alaska

Long, Alashka

Long, Alagka
Long, Alaske
Long, Alaska
Long, Alaska

Long, Alaska
Alaska
Long, Alaska
Long, Alaslks
Poorman, Alasks
Poorman, Alaska
Poorman, Alaska
Fuby, Alasks
Poormen, Alaska

Poorman, Alasks

Poorman, Alasgka

Poorman, Alaska.

Creek

Bear Pup

Bear Pup

Bear Pup
Trail
Trail
Greenstone
Duncan
IMoKetchun
McKetchm
Big

Long

Long

Flat

Flat

Flat

Ruby

Flat

Flat
Poorman

Solomon

Type of
ogerution

Gl Sl & sl

G. S. & S.

G. S. & S, I.

Sniping
Ge. Ss & S. I,
G.S. &8S. I.
Drifting
Drifting
Drifting
Prospecting
Drifting
Driliing (pros~
pecting)
Drifting
Drifting
Drifting

G. S. &S. I.
Drifting
Drifting
Drifting
(Drifting winter

(Prospecting
{ summer

No. of
men

2
2
2-4~5 winter

2
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Operator

Tony Cannon

Geo. Bittles
Grogan & McGintigan
W. D. McCarty
Collins

Jack Wolf

Joe St, Germain

PLACER OPERATIONS RUBY DISTRICT 1926 (Cont.)

Addresas

roorman,
Poorman,
Poorman,
Poorman,
Poorman,

Poorman,

Poormen,

Alaska

Alaska

Alaska

Llaska

Alaska

Alagka

Alasks,

Type of

Creek operation

Solomon Prospecting
Ifidnight Prospecting
Timber G. S.
Spruce Sniping
Taxarack Sniping
Granite {70 Prospeocting
miles from

Poorman uvwpper

Iittle Sulatna)

Granite " Prospecting

Ko. of
men



NOTES ON PLACER OPERATION, RUBY DISTRICT, 1526.

Placer operation in the Ruby District has deen retarded
by the dry season and consequent shortage of water. The operations
have not been continuous and placer intersest seems to be waning. There
i3 & hope locelly, however, that attention may be brought to the
dredging posgsivilities in the vicinity of Long Creek. It is reported
that some of the ownera would require & large advance peyment Tor the
privilege of prospecting their ground with this end in view. In the
opinion of the other ovwmers this seem3 to be the only drawback to the
active interest in the project. There have been no new discoveries

racorded.

Two samples were taken of the quartz stringers in the schist
bedrock at Long. Throughout the Ruby District there are many of these
stringers and the samples were taken merely as an indication of the
gold content. The first was taken from the Windy Bench Claim owmed
by Shan Walker, and the second from the claim held by Al Burke on
Bear Pup. Both samples gave an asgay returu of trace trace for gold
and silver. These quartz stringers range from a few inches to several
feet in width.

Some years ago, on the bank of the Yukon about a mile above
Ruby, gold was digcovered. About eighty dollars was panned from the
beach. Directly above this point are a nmumber of quartz stringers
in the schist. They showed a mineralization of pyrite snd micaceous
hemetite., It was not possible 40 raise a color in the pan around the
outerops. It hay been suggested that the gold on the beach may have
come from a lost poke of earlier days.

The placer operation on Ruby Creek, in Ruby town, is of
minor importance. The only activity at Long is centered on Bear Pup.
The Stvrtevants have done a good deal of development work preparatory
to groundsluicing their property when there is sufficient water. Deacon
and Johnson, and Al Burke are carrying on small shoveling in operations.
Shen Walker and Hank Rayder are drilling at odd times on Long Creek.
The drifting operations listed were progressing well. The remaining
operations in the vicinity of Poorman and Long vere idle at the time
of visit due to the shortage of vaiter.

The road from Ruby town has been extended to Greenstone and
excellent progress is being made toward Poorman. The Alaska Road Com~
mission bave maintained a crew throughout the summer on the road. It
ig thought that the ultinate result of the coanstruction of this road
will be an aid to placexr development between Ruby and Ophir,



Placger Mining Ruby District

Keystone drill,
Windy Bench claim,
Long, Alasksa.

Sturtevant's placer camp,
Bear Pup Creek, Long, Alaska.



